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IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
      )  
GLEN KLINDT and NATALIE   ) 
KLINDT, Individually and as    ) 
Co-Administrators for the Estate of  ) 
Megan Klindt,     ) Case No. _______________ 
      ) 
           Plaintiffs,   ) 
v.      ) PETITION AT LAW AND JURY  
      ) DEMAND 
RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY SCHOOL  ) 
DISTRICT,     ) 
      ) 

Defendant.  ) 
 

COMES NOW the Plaintiffs, by and through their attorney, Brad Schroeder, and for their 

Petition in the above-captioned matter states as follows:  

PARTIES 

1. Plaintiff, Estate of Megan Klindt, is the estate established and administered 

according to, and functioning under, the probate laws of the State of Iowa, with Glen Klindt and 

Natalie Klindt serving as the court-appointed Co-Administrators, at all times material hereto.   

2. Plaintiff Glen Klindt is now, and at all times pertinent to this litigation has been, a 

resident of Oakland, Pottawattamie County, Iowa. 

3. Plaintiff Natalie Klindt is now, and at all times pertinent to this litigation has been, 

a resident of Oakland, Pottawattamie County, Iowa.  

4. Defendant, Riverside Community School District (hereafter “Defendant 

Riverside”), is now, and at all times pertinent to this litigation has been, a school corporation 

having its principal place of business in Carson, Pottawattamie County, Iowa.  

E-FILED  2018 APR 18 9:57 AM POTTAWATTAMIE - CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT



2 
 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

5. The events giving rise to this litigation occurred in Oakland, Pottawattamie 

County, Iowa.  

6. The amount in controversy as a result of the events alleged in this Petition is in 

excess of the amount necessary for the maintenance of this action in the Iowa District Court for 

Pottawattamie County and exceeds the jurisdictional amount set forth in all applicable rules.  

7. Pursuant to Iowa rule of Civil Procedure 1.1504, Plaintiffs state that no Petition 

for the relief requested on behalf of Plaintiffs herein, or any portion thereof, has previously been 

presented to and refused by any court or judge.  

FACTS 

8. Plaintiffs re-allege paragraphs 1-7 and incorporate them by this reference as if 

fully re-written herein.  

9. Megan Klindt (hereafter “Megan”) was born on December 2, 2001. 

10. Megan was placed into foster care, and the Klindt family became her foster family 

when she was seven (7) years old.  

11. Megan was a natural fit in the Klindt family, and asked Plaintiffs Glen Klindt and 

Natalie Klindt to adopt her when she was approximately thirteen (13) years old. 

12. Elated with Megan’s request, Plaintiffs Glen Klindt and Natalie Klindt began the 

process of adopting Megan, and the adoption was completed on July 27, 2015.  

13. Plaintiffs Glen Klindt and Natalie Klindt opened a dog kennel, and Megan was 

considered to be Plaintiff Glen Klindt’s “right-hand helper” in the physical operation and 
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maintenance of the kennel.    

14. Megan rode the school bus to and from school on a daily basis.  

15. Megan was the first student on her route to be picked up each morning.  

16. On different occasions, Megan complained about the driver of her bus, Donald 

Hendricks. 

17. Specifically, Megan complained to her parents about Donald driving on unsafe 

roads that were not designated as the bus route. 

18. On at least one occasion, Donald Hendricks did not stop at a stop sign when 

driving the school bus and almost collided with Plaintiff Glen Klindt.  

19. Megan also complained to the school principal, Dave Gute, regarding feeling 

unsafe with Donald Hendricks driving the school bus.  

20. Plaintiff Glen Klindt also complained to school officials about Donald Hendricks’ 

operation of the school bus. 

21. Specifically, Donald Hendricks would conduct a multi-point turn in order to turn 

around in the Plaintiffs’ driveway, instead of continuing down the roadway. 

22. Plaintiff Glen Klindt complained about this behavior on multiple occasions, as it 

was unsafe.  Plaintiffs’ driveway is at the crest of a hill, and oncoming traffic would potentially 

not be able to see the bus in the roadway with sufficient time to stop.  

23. Donald Hendricks did not drive the school bus for the evening route on December 

11, 2017.  Nick Bates drove the students home from school, instead of Donald Hendricks.  

24. Donald Hendricks relied on a walker and/or cane in order to ambulate in the days 

preceding the events giving rise to this litigation.  
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25. On the morning of December 12, 2017, Megan left her house and got on the bus 

at approximately 6:50 A.M. 

26. At approximately 6:59 A.M. Plaintiff Natalie Klindt received a phone call from 

Bernard Klindt, the brother of Plaintiff Glen Klindt, and a bus driver for the school district. 

27. Bernard Klindt informed Plaintiff Natalie Klindt that Donald Hendricks had radioed 

the bus barn stating the bus was on fire. 

28. Plaintiff Natalie Klindt ran outside of the house while still on the phone with 

Bernard Klindt, and saw the grass behind the bus was on fire and black smoke coming out of the 

driver’s window.  

29. The bus had backed into the ditch, failing to negotiate the turn to keep it on the 

road.  

30. The front tires and left rear tire of the bus remained on the roadway, while the 

right rear tire was in the ditch.  

31. The front door was level with the roadway.  

32. The preliminary report from the National Transportation Safety Board (hereafter 

“NTSB”) found Donald Hendricks backed the bus into the ditch, the bus became stuck, and then 

a fire began. 

33. Upon seeing the fire, Plaintiff Natalie Klindt ran over to the driver’s side of the 

bus.   

34. Plaintiff Natalie Klindt saw Donald Hendricks leaning out of the driver’s window.  

35. Plaintiff Natalie Klindt asked Donald Hendricks where Megan was, and asked him 

to throw her out of the bus.  
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36. Donald Hendricks responded to Plaintiff Natalie Klindt, stating he was unable to 

get out of the bus, and did not know where Megan was.  

37. Donald Hendricks told Plaintiff Natalie Klindt to find a hammer to attempt to 

break the bus windows.  

38. Plaintiff Natalie Klindt called 9-1-1 to request emergency services; she was the 

first to do so. 

39. Plaintiff Natalie Klindt then ran back into her house and yelled for her daughter, 

Michelle Klindt, to get a hammer to break the bus windows. 

40. Plaintiff Natalie Klindt and Michelle Klindt ran outside of their house to the bus.  

41. Michelle Klindt attempted to break the windows of the school bus, to no avail. 

42. Michelle Klindt then attempted to break the window next to Donald Hendricks, 

but the bus became fully engulfed in flames.  

43. Michelle Klindt apologized to Donald Hendricks for being unable to help him.  

44. Michelle Klindt had to pull Plaintiff Natalie Klindt away from the bus for fear of 

explosion, due to a propane tank in close proximity. 

45. Nick Bates, the bus barn supervisor, arrived prior to emergency officials.  

46. Upon receiving the radio call from Donald Hendricks, Nick Bates chose to drive 

out to the property himself with a fire extinguisher, instead of calling for emergency assistance.  

47. Michelle Klindt then made a second call to 9-1-1.  

48. Emergency officials arrived on the scene, but were unable to extinguish the fire 

prior to Megan’s death.  

49. Megan’s body was found in the aisle of the bus, near Donald Hendricks. The 
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autopsy report concluded Megan’s death was caused by smoke and soot inhalation and thermal 

injuries.  

50. Megan was sixteen (16) years old when she died.  

COUNT I 

NEGLIGENCE 

(Committed by Donald Hendricks) 

51. Plaintiffs re-allege paragraphs 1-50 and incorporate them by this reference as if 

fully re-written herein. 

52. Donald Hendricks owed a common law duty to conform to a standard of care to 

Plaintiff. 

53. Donald Hendricks failed to conform to the common law duty to conform to a 

standard of care.  

54. Donald Hendricks’ negligence was the proximate cause of Megan Klindt’s death. 

55. Plaintiff Estate of Megan Klindt has suffered damages as a result of Donald 

Hendricks’ negligence.  

56. Defendant Riverside is vicariously liable for the negligence committed by Donald 

Hendricks through Count IV pled herein. 

COUNT II 

WRONGFUL DEATH 

(Committed by Donald Hendricks) 

57. Plaintiffs re-allege paragraphs 1-56 and incorporate them by this reference as if 

fully re-written herein. 

58. Donald Hendricks caused the wrongful death of Megan Klindt.  
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59. Donald Hendricks was the proximate cause of the wrongful death of Megan 

Klindt.  

60. As a result, Plaintiffs have suffered damages.  

61. Defendant Riverside is vicariously liable for the wrongful death committed by 

Donald Hendricks through Count IV pled herein.  

COUNT III 

NEGLIGENT INFLICTION OF SEVERE EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 

(Committed by Donald Hendricks) 

62. Plaintiffs re-allege paragraphs 1-61 and incorporate them by this reference as if 

fully re-written herein.  

63. Plaintiff Natalie Klindt was located near the scene of the bus fire. 

64. Plaintiff Natalie Klindt has suffered emotional distress as a result of observing the 

bus fire and being unable to save the life of her daughter, Megan Klindt. 

65. Plaintiff Natalie Klindt was closely related to the victim, Megan Klindt. 

66. Plaintiff Natalie Klindt was the mother of Megan Klindt. 

67. A reasonable person would believe, and Plaintiff Natalie Klindt did believe, that 

Megan Klindt would be seriously injured or killed in the bus fire. 

68. The emotional distress suffered by Plaintiff Natalie Klindt is serious. 

69. As a result, Plaintiff Natalie Klindt has suffered damages. 

70. Defendant Riverside is vicariously liable for the negligent infliction of severe 

emotional distress committed by Donald Hendricks through Count IV pled herein.  

COUNT V 

NEGLIGENT HIRING, TRAINING, RETENTION, and SUPERVISION 
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(Against Defendant Riverside and Committed by Dr. Timothy Mitchell) 

71. Plaintiffs re-allege paragraphs 1-70 and incorporate them by this reference as if 

fully re-written herein.  

72. Defendant Riverside is liable for the negligent hiring, training, retention, and 

supervision of Donald Hendricks.  

73. Defendant Riverside was reckless or negligent in failing to adopt proper 

procedures or protocols relating to the operation of the school bus and bus safety in the event of 

an emergency. 

74. Defendant Riverside and Dr. Timothy Mitchell were reckless or negligent in failing 

to ensure that adopted procedures and protocols were properly followed relating to the 

operation of the school bus and bus safety in the event of an emergency.  

75. Defendant Riverside and Dr. Timothy Mitchell were reckless or negligent in failing 

to ensure Donald Hendricks received proper training. 

76. Defendant Riverside and Dr. Timothy Mitchell were reckless or negligent in the 

supervision of Donald Hendricks.  

77. Defendant Riverside and Dr. Timothy Mitchell knew, or should have known 

through the exercise of ordinary care, that Donald Hendricks was unfit for employment, or 

continued employment, due to his health, failure to abide by traffic laws and the specified bus 

route, and complaints regarding his operation of a school bus. 

78. The unfitness, incompetence, and dangerous characteristics of Donald Hendricks 

proximately caused Plaintiffs’ injuries. 

79. Defendant Riverside is vicariously liable for the negligent hiring, training, 
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retention, and supervision committed by Dr. Timothy Mitchell through Count IV pled herein. 

COUNT VI 

LOSS OF PARENTAL CONSORTIUM 

(Against Defendant Riverside) 

80. Plaintiffs re-allege paragraphs 1-79 and incorporate them by this reference as if 

fully re-written herein.  

81. Plaintiff Glen Klindt was the father of Megan Klindt.  

82. Plaintiff Natalie Klindt was the mother of Megan Klindt.  

83. As a direct and proximate cause of Defendants’ actions and/or omissions, Glen 

Klindt and Natalie Klindt have suffered and will suffer in the future the loss of services, 

companionship, and society resulting from Megan’s death.  

COUNT IV 

RESPONDEAT SUPERIOR 

(Against Defendant Riverside) 

84.            Plaintiffs re-allege paragraphs 1-83 and incorporate them by this reference as if 

fully re-written herein.  

85.           Donald Hendricks committed one or more of the following torts against Plaintiff 

Estate of Megan Klindt:  

a. Negligence; and 

b. Wrongful Death. 

86.           Defendant Estate of Hendricks committed the following tort against Plaintiff Natalie 

Klindt:  

c. Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress. 
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87.           At all times pertinent to this litigation, Donald Hendricks was an employee of 

Defendant Riverside. 

88.           The conduct of Donald Hendricks fell within the scope of his employment with 

Defendant Riverside.  

89.           Dr. Timothy Mitchell or other district employees yet to be determined committed 

the following tort against Plaintiff Estate of Megan Klindt:  

d. Negligent Hiring, Training, Retention, and Supervision of Donald Hendricks. 

90.           At all times pertinent to this litigation, Dr. Timothy Mitchell was an employee of 

Defendant Riverside.  

91.           The conduct of Dr. Timothy Mitchell fell within the scope of his employment with 

Defendant Riverside.  

92.           Defendant Riverside is vicariously liable under the doctrine of respondeat superior 

for the wrongful acts or conduct of its employees, including Donald Hendricks and Dr. 

Timothy Mitchell, as alleged herein.  

 

DAMAGES 

93.           Plaintiffs re-allege paragraphs 1-92 and incorporate them by this reference as if 

fully re-written herein.  

94.           The conduct and/or omissions of Defendant Riverside have directly and proximately 

caused damages to the Plaintiffs.  

95.           These damages include, but are not limited to, the following:  
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e. Loss of present and future earnings of Megan Klindt;  

f. Physical and mental pain and suffering of Megan Klindt;  

g. Burial and funeral expenses;  

h. Loss of present and future services of Megan Klindt to Glen Klindt and 

Natalie Klindt;  

i. Loss of present and future companionship of Megan Klindt to Glen Klindt 

and Natalie Klindt;  

j. Loss of society of Megan Klindt to Glen Klindt and Natalie Klindt; and  

k. Emotional distress caused to Natalie Klindt.  

ACCORDINGLY, based upon the above-stated facts and causes of action, Plaintiffs Glen 

Klindt and Natalie Klindt, Individually and as Co-Administrators of the Estate of Megan Klindt, 

respectfully request this Court fully, fairly, and adequately compensate them for all damages 

allowed by law.  

JURY DEMAND 

 Plaintiffs Glen Klindt and Natalie Klindt, Individually and as Co-Administrators of the 

Estate of Megan Klindt, hereby demand a trial by jury in the above-captioned matter.  

Respectfully Submitted by: 

 

      /s/ Brad Schroeder     
      Brad Schroeder AT0006964 
      Hartung & Schroeder, LLP 
      Homestead Building – Suite 300 
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      303 Locust Street 
      Des Moines, Iowa 50309 
      (515) 282-7800 / (515) 282-8700 (fax) 
      schroeder@hartungschroeder.com 
      ATTORNEYS FOR THE PLAINTIFF 
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